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Confucius 

“On Education” 

Teaching is half of learning He’s got that right.  I never even began to 

understand English grammar until I started 

teaching English to Taiwanese students 

(Ss). 

 

The ferule or hickory stick is used to 

regulate behavior  

Supposedly this all stopped in 1984 (at 

least in Taiwan) but even 18~21 year old 

Ss today have experienced it (though all 

ages have claimed to me over the last 10 

years that “That doesn’t happen anymore. 

They quit doing that after I went through 

school”) 

 

Young ones should listen and not ask 

questions 

Still the rule in Taiwan.  It was tough 

teaching speaking skills to students brought 

up this way.   

 

Coincidentally my dad’s favorite saying 

was “Children are to be seen and not 

heard” I’ll have to ask him if he knew he 

was quoting Confucius.  

 

Teachers today do things in a rigamarole 

way.  No one cares what the Ss natural 

inclinations are.  

Even in Confucius’ time everyone 

complained about their teachers.   

 

 

The ideal teacher should provide friction 

(mutual stimulation) 

Friction sound better to me than “mutual 

stimulation”  …. You have to rub people 

the wrong way to get them to think.  I think 

Socrates and Confucius agree on this.  

 

Teach them in the right time – nip bad 

habits in the bud, and don’t isolate the Ss.  

Yeah.  Social connections are crucial to the 

Chinese and something I never connected 

with education (except that all homework 

is tacitly expected to be done in groups – 

and yet on the face of it teachers tell Ss to 

work alone.) 

 

The 4 common errors. Too much, too little, 

too easy or too hard.  

The golden mean seems to be central to all 

Asian philosophies.   

 

The art of being a teacher is being a ruler, 

and the most difficult thing is establishing 

respect 

 

Yes.  With children in particular, discipline 

takes up way more energy than I ever 

expected.  And respect is a two way street.  

The scholars of ancient times learned truth Christ also taught from analogies.  Doesn’t 



Confucius 

  Dixon 2 

from analogies everyone appreciate stories? 

The Analects 
 

Book 1 

#3 cunning words rarely come from 

benevolent people 

 

#10 master gets info on gov. by being 

cordial, good, respectful, frugal, 

deferential.  

 

#12  From the rites the most valuable 

benefit is harmony 

 

 

 

 

Americans aren’t the only ones who 

distrust the eloquent 

 

Interesting.  How citizens respond to 

respectful treatment reflects on gov.  

 

 

The book Harmony in Conflict was the 

most useful book for a westerner in China 

that I found while in Taiwan.  I admit I 

don’t fully understand “harmony” 

 

Book 2 

#17 to know is to say you know 

when you do and say you don’t 

when you don’t 

 

 

 

 

#24  to offer sacrifice to the spirit of 

an ancestor not ones own is 

obsequious.   

 

 

 

And yet, Taiwan Ss really appeal to 

authority in the classroom.  I need to be 

better about dealing with really difficult 

questions.  The first time I had to explain 

the subjunctive mood it really was 

uncomfortable.  

 

On my engagement in Taiwan, my future 

in-laws were very concerned whether I, as 

a westerner and “Christian” would be 

willing to burn incense as an offering to her 

family gods/ancestors (try to get a real 

Taiwanese to explain the relationship) as is 

the custom.  I did, and now I guess that by 

doing so I was acknowledging her 

ancestors as my own.  Winnie’s parents did 

make a big deal out of getting me to refer 

to them as “mom” and “dad” 

 

 

Book 3  

#4 On the rites. Better to err on the side 

of frugality, except when dealing with 

mourning, where it is better to err on 

the side of grief rather than formality 

 

 

 

This confuses me.  Rites entail what?   

I’m assuming one only mourns a direct 

relative.  

 

 

 

Book 4 

#4 if a man sets his heart on 

benevolence he will be free from 

evil 

 

What is benevolence? 
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#7 know a mans errors and 

understand the man 

 

 

#8 he has not died in vain who dies 

the day he was told about the way.  

 

#16 the gentleman understands 

what is moral,  the small man 

understands what is profitable 

 

#18 In serving your parents 

dissuade them from doing evil in 

the gentlest way.  It you can’t then 

just keep your mouth shut. 

 

 

This is profound, especially when I 

consider my own character and the errors 

that is make repeatedly.  

 

Wait!  Confucius was a Taoist? 

 

 

The Taiwanese…I met some of the nicest 

people ever there…. But they have as much 

trouble following Confucius and the way as 

we do following Christianity.  

 

In general good advice, but in my travels I 

have had several Chinese people (and have 

some newspaper clippings) tell me this 

contributes to unfortunately high instances 

of child abuse and incest.  

 

Book 5 

#5 a benevolent man doesn’t need a 

quick tongue.  Facil tongues inspire 

hatred.  

 

 

#25 to be friendly toward someone 

whil concealing one’s hostility is 

shameful 

 

Explains why there are so many awyer 

jokes.  

 

 

 

What Winnie (my Taiwanese fiancé) and 

her Chinese friends who are honest and 

direct (which is rare and makes this whole 

issue ironic and troublesome for me) 

complain about Americans.  

 

 

Book 6 

#18 substance over refinement= 

churlishness, refinement over 

substance = pedantry; a gentleman 

requires a balance.   

 

#20 its better to be fond of 

something that to find joy in it 

 

When I apply this to teachers Iv’e had over 

the years (esp. k-12) boy does this ring true 

 

 

 

Explains why toys get broken and 

abandoned so quickly after Christmas. 

Book 7 

#8 once I point out one corner of a 

square, if Ss doesn’t come back to 

me with the other 3, I don’t bother 

teaching him.  

 

# 22 I learn from everyone.  The 

good one I copy, the bad points in 

 

Confucius wasn’t as directive as the 

schools system he inspired  

 

 

 

Mom always said you could learn from any 

teacher – even a bad on.  Mom’s side of the 
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the other I correct in myself 

 

family loves education.  

 

 

Book 8 

#9 the common people can follow a 

path but won’t understand it.  

 

#12 it isn’t easy to find someone 

who can study 3 years w/o thinking 

about $ 

 

 

This also has lead to abuses.  But it does 

shed light on the problem of democracy.  

 

Undergrad is 4 years (but how many 

undergrads really study) MA’s and Phd 

course work both take about 3 years.  He 

was on to something.  

 

Book 9 

#4 the master wouldn’t stand for 

conjectures  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

#18 I’ve yet to meet the man who is 

as fond of virtue as he is of beauty 

in women. 

 

 

I’ve heard this argued as the reason no 

Asian countries have decent space 

program.  A Chinese proverb (probably 

traceable to this – I have a Chinese 

classmate here I can put you in touch with 

– we’ve talked about this) that since one 

cannot really know the stars there is no 

reason for wasting time studying them.   

 

 

Well that’s the reality vs. theory debate, 

and why Confucius would have approved 

of schools distributing birth control.  

 

Book 10 

#10 – He did not talk at meals or in 

bed.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

#17 when the stable caught fire he 

asked about people – he didn’t care 

about the horses 

 

Sounds stern (Suna’s criticism of 

Confucius) but what bothers me is that 

meals are so important to Chinese.  But 

now that I think of it.  Right after eating 

people go home.  Not like in the west 

where after a dinner party you have 

stragglers forever.  In China, be it a 

wedding banquet or what ever – once the 

food’s gone everyone just leaves.  

 

Chinese people do not care about animals 

(other than Buddhists.)  Some cultural 

practices are very inhumane to animals.   

 

Book 11 

#5 no one can find fault with what 

his parents and brothers have to say 

about him. 

 

 

 

What happens inside a family is only that 

families business.  And child abuse 

happens – boy do I have a story about that.. 

but what I like about this is the way that 

others can not find fault with what his 
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#16 there is little to choose between 

overshooting the mark and falling 

short.  

 

 

 

 

 

family says about him.   His first 

responsibility is to his family – not society 

at large.  

 

Ever hear that joke about democrats and 

republicans?  A  drowning man 50 ft off 

shore – a dem will through out 75 foot of 

rope but won’t hold on to it to pull him in.  

The rep. Will throw out 25 foot of rope and 

expect him to swim to it.  

 

 

Book 12 

#3 the mark of the benevolent man 

is that he is loath to speak.   

 

 

#16 the gentleman helps peole to 

accentuate the positive – the small 

man draws attention to peoples 

shortcomings.  

 

 

Twain said “it’s  better to remain silent and 

be thought a fool than to speak and remove 

all doubt.   

 

Yeah.  Confucius was a nurturer.  

Book13 

#26The gentleman is at ease w/o 

being arrogant, the small man is 

arrogant w/o being at ease.  

 

 

It wasn’t until explained to me by a co-

worker in Taiwan that I understood that 

arrogance and insecurity are 2 sides of the 

same coin.   

 

Book14 

#7 can you love anyone w/o making 

him work hard? 

 

 

I really need to give my students more 

homework.  

Book15 

#8 a wise man lets neither words or 

men go to waste 

 

 

 

#24 do not impose on others what 

you yourself do not desire 

 

 

 

Contrast to book 12 #3 

Confucius was better.  

 

 

 

Is this the golden rule or what? 

 

Book 16 

#8 the gentleman stands in awe of 3 

things 1) the decree of heaven 2) 

great men 3) the words of great sages 

 

 

I’ve heard a lot about the decree of heaven 

What the heck is it???  

Book 17  
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6 qualities 1) to love benevolence 

w/o loving learning is foolish 2) to 

love cleverness w/o loving learning 

is likely to lead off the path 3) To 

love trust in word w/o loving 

learning iwill lead to harm 4) to 

love forthrightness w/o loving 

learning is liabel to lead to 

intolerance 5) to love4 courage w/o 

loving learning ~ insubordination 6) 

to love unbending strength w/o 

loving learning ~indiscipline.  

 

This has got to be on the test.  

Book 18 

 

 

 

Book 19 

#10 only after gaining the trust of the 

common people does he work them 

hard. Only after trust of the lord does 

he advise.  

 

In my case at least, trust is precious.  It is 

really hard to come by.  And Con. Would 

argue essential in any dealings .   

Book 20 

The gentleman is generous w/o costing him 

anything, works others hard w/o their 

complaining, has desires w/o being greedy, 

is casual w/o being arrogant, and inspires 

awe w/o being fierce.   

 

 

Yeah.  The part about working others hard 

is interesting.  Makes me think of Plato and 

the guardians.   

They literally have told me that they go to class to 


